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Kasi is one of the seven cities (Puris)' of India, which are regarded as the
bestower of direct salvation (Moksa) to the people associated with them. Kasi is also
known-in the world as a centre of spiritual learning and practices as well as a sacred
place of Multi Religious Traditions. This reverend status of Kasi has been founded
on its mythical background and maintained by saints and sages who have been living
here from time immemorial. The major part of the history of Kasi is the history of its
saints and sages. Unfortunately very little research work has been done on the saints
and sages of Kasi. Some scholars have made their researches on the history of Kasi
and tried their best to throw light on its saints and sages. They have presented the
lists of the saints and sages of Kasi.> Such lists are neither exhaustive nor complete.
An attempt however, is made here to select some of the saints and sages of Kasi and
to provide brief information about them.

Jaigisabya : He is one of the ancient Rsis who lived in Kasi. He lived in
Ausanaganja in Varanasi. His name is available in Kasi Khanda but there is no more
information about him.’

Vedavyasa : He is also an ancient Rsi of Dvapara who lived for a long period
in Kasi. According to the Puranas Vyasa was the son of Rsi Parasara and his wife
Satyavati. First of all he had systematized the hymns of the Vedas according to the
necessity for sacrifices. Hence he was called Veda-vyasa. He is regarded as the author
of eighteen Puranas.* Mahabharata, which includes Gita, the Brahma Sutra (which is
one of original sources of Vedanta) and the commentary on Yoga Satra of Patajali.
He possessed a miraculous and legendary personality. Various miraculous stories are
ascribed to him. It is also stated that once he became angry with Lord Siva and wanted
to situate another Kasi on the other bank of Ganga. But being deceived by Ganesa he
could not do so. He left Kasi and began to live in Ramnagar. There is a temple in
that area, where he lived and that area is known as Vyasa nagar. The citizens of Kasi
use to visit the temple in the month of Magha (January).’ There is a famous $loka in
his praise which states that Vyasa was Brahma, though he had not four faces, he was
Visnu only with two hands and he was Sambhu without an eye on his forehead.®

* "Kusumanjali", B-37/165-A, Giri Nagar Colony, Birdopur, Varanasi - 221 010
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Jaina-Tirthankaras : Jainism is one of the ancient religions of India. There
are twenty-four Tirthankaras in Jainism. Four out of twenty-four Tirthankaras were
born in Kasi. The seventh Tirthankara SuparSvanatha was born in Bhadaini, eighth
Tirthankara Chandraprabhu was born in Chandrapuri, eleventh Tirthankara
Sreyarh§anatha was born in Sarnath and twenty-third Tirthankara Par§vanatha was
born in Bhelupur. All of them had their four Kalyanakas in Kasi. There is a very
famous temple in Bhelupur at the birth place of ParS§vanatha which is regarded as a
holy place by the followers of Jainism. Jaina pilgrims use to visit the temple and the
place.” The most important teachings of Tirthankaras are called three jewels of Jainism,
viz. Right Faith (Samyak Darsana), Right Knowledge (Samyak Jiana) and R1ght
Conduct (Samyak Caritra).

Bhuddha : He made deep meditation at Bodhgaya and attained enlightenment
(Sambodhi). After having attained enlightenment he came to Kasi in 528 B.C. His
first Dharma-Cakra-Pravartana (Turning the wheel of Dharma) took place at Sarnath.
He initiated his five disciples namely Kaundina, Wappa, Bhadiya, Mahana and As;ji.?
At that time Sarnath was called Rsi Pattana - Mrgadava. In his first teaching Lord
Buddha taught four noble truths (Cara-Arya-Satya) : suffering (Duhkha), cause of
suffering (Duhkha-samudaya), cessation of suffering (Duhkha-nirodha) and way to
cessation of suffering (Dahkha-nirodha-marga); doctrine of dependent origination
(Pratitya-samutpada-siddhanta) and middle path (Madhyama-marga). He instructed
his disciples (Bhikkhus) to wander for preaching his sermons for the pleasure,
happiness and welfare of the greatest number of the people.’

Adi Saﬁkarﬁcﬁrya (788-820 C.E.) : He was born in a village of Kerala. In
young age he took initiation with Govinda-Padacarya and became sanyasi. He travelled
throughout the country and came to Kasi. He stayed here at many places like
Mar_likamikﬁ ghata, GaneSa Mahala, Kedara ghata etc. He wrote his commentaries on
the Brahmasitra, the Gita and ten Upanisads. He is also regarded as the author of
Viveka-Chiidamani, Upadesa-Sahasri, Kasi-Pancakam, Siva-stotra, Kala-Bhairava-
stotra, Carapata-pafijari etc.'"” He became the expounder of Advaita-vedanta. He was
a great scholar and siddha-yogi. Two events took place with him in Kasi which are
said to be very important. The first event was related to his debate with Mandana
Mishra, who was the greatest scholar of Mimansa. When Acarya Sankara was searching
the residence of Mandana Mishra, he met a lay woman. When he inquired her about
the house of Mandana Mishra she spoke in Sanskrit and said, "That would be the house
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of Mandana Mishra, where on the door the parrots in cages would be talking about the
intrinsic and extrinsic validity of the Vedas". He reached the house of Mandana Mishra
and defeated him in Sastrartha (debate). Then his wife Bharati challenged Acarya to
answer her questions which were related with sex. Acarya could not answer then at
that time he took some time for answering the questions. He went away and entered
in a dead body of king, went to his palace, got answer from the queen and returned
back to his own body and answered the questions of Bharati. Later on Mandana Mishra
became his disciple and who named SureSvaracarya. He wrote the Naiskarma Siddhi,
as important text of Advaita Vedanta."' The second event is related to his confrontation
with Candala (the lowest rank of Stidra). Once Acarya passing through a narrow lane
in Kasi confronted with a Candala. He wanted to avoid the touch of Candala so he
asked the Candala to go away and give him the way. But the conversation of Candala
made him the spirit of his Advaitism (non-dualism) which discards all internal and
external differences and asserts identity of Brahman with every one."

After Acarya Sarkara and Sure$vara in Kasi many saints have contributed to
Advaita Vedanta with their works (either original or Tika). Among them
Padmapadacarya, Prakasatma, Citasukhacarya, Madhustudana Sarasvati, and
Bhaskarananda are regarded very important."

It is also stated that Acarya Sankara had initiated his ten disciples and attributed
them different surnames to preach his philosophy. The surnames given to them are
Giri, Puri, Bharati, Parvata, Vana, Aranya, Sagara Tirtha, ASrama and Sarasvati. Even
today all of them have their Mathas in Kasi."* Philosophy of Advaita in nut-shell is
that only is Brahman Supreme Reality and the world is appearance (Mithya). The Jivas
are not different from Brahman."”

SAINTS

Vaisnava Saints :

Almost all the Acarya of different sects of Vaisnavism lived in Kasi and founded
their Mathas to preach their specific philosophy. They influenced and initiated a larger
number of people to follow their sects. Some of them are mentioned here in brief.

Ramanujacarya (12" century CE) : It is stated that he came to Kasi and wrote
commentary on the Brahma-sitra, the Gita and the Upanisads and founded the school
of Visistadvaita-vedanta, which asserts that Brahman is Supreme Reality and is always
qualified with mind (citta) and matter acitfta). According to this view Brahman and
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I$vara are the same. He takes five forms for the creation and the fulfillment of desires
of his devotees. The five forms are : Para (Transcendent), Antaryami (Imminent),
Caturvyiitha (Four congregation), Avatara (Incarnation) and Arcavatara (statue
established for worship). This school gave emphasis on devotion for final goal
(Moksa). Ramanuja comes under Sri Sampradaya of Vaisnavism.

Similarly Madhavacarya (13" century C.E.), Nimbarkacarya (14" century
C.E.), Vallabhacarya (15" century C.E.) and Caitanya came to Kasi and founded
their Mathas and preached their specific philosophy.®

Ramanandacarya (1299-1411 C.E.) : He came to Kasi and founded his Matha
at Pafichaganga ghata. He was initiated in Sri Sampradaya of Ramanuja but
consequently he transformed it into Ramavata Sampradaya. He made Kasi a centre
of Rama Bhakti, and opened Bhakti-cult for all without any discrimination of caste,
creed and sex. He initiated disciples belonging to different castes and sex. Among
his disciples the following twelve are more important as they belonged to different
castes and includes even women : Kabira (weaver), Raidasa (Cobbler), Dhanna
(Farmer), Sena (Barber), Pipa (Rajput), Sukhananda, Surasananda, Narahariananda,
Yogananda and Anantananda (Brahmana), Padmavati and Surasari (women).!” He
emphasized on the devotion and worship of Rama. In the Srimatha of Pafichaganga
ghata the carana padukas of Ramananda are still present.

Kabiradasa : He is said to have born in Kasi, but his exact birth place is yet
to be finally decided. He was found at a pond in Lahartara by Niru and Nima who
were his foster parents. They belonged to a Muslim weaver caste, so Kabira always
treated himself as weaver and chose this profession. He managed himself to become
the disciple of Ramananda and regarded him as his guru. Kabira had a miraculous
and astonishing personality. He was a revealed sage, free thinker and also fearless
and revolutionary saint. He vehemently criticized Hindus and Muslims for their
hypocritical behaviour in religious deeds, sacraments and worship. He was a spiritual
teacher, social-reformer, accomplished yogi and propounder of Nirguna-bhakii.
Thousands of poems and bhajans have been written by him which are enough to reveal
his spiritual knowledge and broad outlook. He developed various methods of yoga-
practices but highlighted on Sahaja yoga and Surata-Sabda-yoga. Hindus and Muslims
both became his disciples and followers. The place where he lived in Kasi is known
as Kabira-matha and the area as Kabira-chaura. The place is regarded as holy place
for his followers in the country and abroad.'®
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Raidasa or Ravidasa (1399-1528 C.E.) : He was born in Varanasi in a family
of cobbler caste, in the village Sira-karahia near Banaras Hindu University. He was a
great saint and poet. He composed many devotional songs to teach good conduct and
love to all human beings. He was against pomp and show. He asked his followers to
perform honestly their duties and maintain their professions. Many miracles are
attributed to him. Once he was kept away from the line of Brahmanas seated for
collective lunch but it was very curious for them to find that Ravidasa is sitting beside
each of them. He was also one of the disciples of Ramananda. His affectionate
behaviour and accomplishment made him honourable saint. It is said that Mira was
initiated with him as he lived in Chittodagadha and died there in 1528 C.E. There is
an impressive temple of Ravidasa at Rajghat.”

Gosvami Tulasi Dasa (1497-1624 C.E.) : He was born in Rajapura village of
Banda District in U.P. He came to Kasi for study when he was 12 years old and after
studying here with Sesa Sanatanaji for fifteen years, he went back to his village. At
the age of 45 years he gave up his family and home and came to Kasi. He spent the
major part of his life in Kasi. He stayed at several places in Kasi, such as Paficaganga
ghata, Hanuman-Phataka, Bhadaini, Prahlada ghata, Bindu Madhava mandira, Gopala
mandira and Tulasi ghata. He completed his Ramacaritamanasa in Ka$i and wrote
Vinaya Patrika, Kavitavali, Dohavali and many other books. His books were written
in the language of common people and hence they became very popular. Sanskrit
Pandits were not happy with his popularity so they requested Madhusudan Sarasvati,
the greatest Sanskrit scholar of time, to write some critical note on his writings.” But
after reading Ramacaritamanasa, Madhusudana Sarasvati praised Tulasidasa and his
works and said "There is a moving Tulas1 plant in Kasi, which is the forest of pleasure
and happiness. The poems are the beautiful flowers of the plant and Rama, decorating
the flowers, moves around them like bee". The greatest contribution of Tulasidasa to
Sanatana Dharma was bridge the gap between Saivas and Vaisnavas, who were
overwhelmed with sectarian feeling and rivalry. He established a very strange
relationship between Siva and Rama, as reciprocal master and servant as well as
friends.”> He gave importance to all the five deities of Sanatana Dharma as Visnu,
Siva, Sakti, Ganesa and Surya in his Ramacaritmanasa. The statues of Hanumana
established by him in Kasi are attracting thousands of visitors everyday. According
to him Kasi is the place of salvation (Moksa), storehouse of learning and knowledge,
eradicator of sins and evils and abode of Siva and Bhavani.”
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Baba Kina Rama : He was born in a village of Chandauli district. After the
death of his parents and wife he left home and took initiation with Mahatma Siva
Rama in Ghazipur. He belonged to Aghora sampradaya where the practice of
Panca Makara is prescribed.” It is believed that Baba Kina Rama was an incarnation
of Panca-Mukhi Mahadeva. There are many miraculous stories about him. Once he
saved a poor boy from the hard beating of a zamindara. When he saw that a zamindara
was preparing to beat a poor boy for not paying bebts, he requested the zamindara to
release him, but the zamindara did not care to his request and started beating the boy
with stick. After two or three strokes, the zamindara felt the hurt on his own back
and became restless. He was amazed and fell down on the feet of Baba and released
the boy. Being released, the boy became the disciple of Baba and was named Bhikha
Rama. It is also said that for the arrogance of Cheta Singh, Baba had cursed him to
be issueless.”” Baba's ASram is situated in Bhadaini which is a centre of Avadhiita
Sampradaya. The fire (Dhtini) kindled by him is still burning in his Asrama. The pond
in the ASrama, called Krmi kunda was blessed by Baba and rescues devotees who
take bath in it from various illnesses.?

Tailanga Svami (1607-1881) : He was born in Telangana so he was called
Tailanga-svami. It is said that at the age of 90 years he wandered throughout the
country and went to many holy places, even in Himalaya and Manasarovara with naked
body. He came to Kasi in 1737 CE and stayed at various places like Asi ghita,
Hanumana ghata, DasaSvamedha ghata, Pafichaganga ghata etc. He is also credited
with number of miracles. He could swim in the water with hands and legs tied. Once
he was jailed by a collector, but when the collector reached his office he found Svamiji
walking before his office. He gave shelter to a tiger in his lap and brought back a
seven years old boy to life by smearing the sand of Ganga on his dead body.”

Baba Lota Dasa (1690-1767 CE) : He came to Kasi from Panjab. He was
initiated by Svami Narayana Dasa and stayed in ISvaragangi. His real name was
Govardhana Dasa but he was called Lota Dasa, because he had Lota which would not
empty even after quenching the thirst of hundred persons. It is said that once he was
suffering from uncontrolled shivering and fever. Kasi NareSa came to meet him. To
greet the king he passed on his shivering to the mat on which he was sitting. The king
was much surprised to see this. There is a Matha at Isvargangi named Lota Dasa Matha.”®

Satua Baba or Ranachoda Dasa : He came to Kasi after giving up his service
of Revenue Collector in Gujarat. He was initiated with Visnusvami. His miraculous
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behaviour made him popular in masses. He established an A§ram at Manikarnika ghata.
Ranachoda Dasa used to give jaggery and grams (Gur-Chana) to every visitor who
came to visit him. It is said that once Lord Siva came there in guise of old man and
refused to accept gram as he had no teeth. Ranachodadasa crushed the grams with
his hand and converted them into powder (sattu). Thereafter he was called Satua Baba.
His ASram is still present at Manikarnika ghata.”

Svami Bhaskarananda (1833-1899 CE) : He was born in the village
Mithilapur in Kanpur district. He learnt yoga with svami Purnananda at Ujjain and
came to Kasi in 1868 CE. He stayed in Ananda Baga near Durga-Kunda. He was a
yogi with mystic power and used to cure people suffering from various illness. His
white marble samadhi near Durga-Kunda is an attraction to pilgrims of Kasi.*

Paramahamsa ViSuddhananda (1864-1937 CE) : His name was Bholanatha
Chatterji. He became to disciple of Mahatapa and practised severe penance for twelve
years and was named as ViSuddhananda. His ASrama is in Maldaiha and is famous as
ViSuddhananda-kanana. He was an eminent scholar and accomplished yogi. Pt. Gopinath
Kaviraj, Dada Sita Rama and Braja Ballabha Dwivedi are said to be his disciples.*

Harihara Baba (1821-1947 CE) : He was born in the village of Jafarapur of
Chapara district in Bihar. He came to Kas$i after wandering various places like
Sonapura, Ayodhya, Bhagalpur. He stayed at Asi ghata. He used to swim across the
Ganga for his urinal and latrine. In his old age he lived in a ship and used to go across
the Ganga by a boat.™

Ma Anandamayi (1896-1982 CE) : She was born in Khevada village of
Tripura. She was married at the age of twelve to Ramani Mohana Chatterji. In her
childhood she used to meditate and enter into trance. For her motherly affection to
all she was called Ma Anandamayi. Many great personalities like Sivananda, Jawahar
Lal Nehru, Netaji Subhasa Chandra Bose etc. had experienced peace around her. After
the death of her husband she came to Kasi, established her ASrama at Bhadaini. There
is a Kany Pathasala for the education of girls and a hospital in the A§ram.

Svami Karapatriji (1907-1982 CE) : He was born in Bhatni village of
Pratapgarh district in a family of Saraytiparina Brahmana. His original name was Hara
Narayana. He gave up his home, family and went to Narora to study under Tapasvi
SatarSanacarya Svami ViSve§varasrama. After staying there for 13 years he went to
Rsikesa, where he did penance for a long period. He was taking only a single handful
of alms, so he was called Karapatri. He came to Kasi in 1932 CE and became famous
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for his scholarship in Vedic Tradition. He founded Dharma Samgha and Rama-Rajya
Parishad and wrote about 44 books. He started a movement for the protection of cows
and organised various meetings of Sanskrit scholars to protest Hindu code bill. Dharma
Sarhgha is situated near Durgakunda and it runs Sanskrit Pathasala as well as various
religious functions.™

Bhagvan Rama (1937-1922 CE) : He was born in Ara district in a very poor
family. First he became a disciple of a Vaisnava saint and later he was initiated in
Aghora pantha. He turned towards social service and social reforms and started the
SarveS§vari Samuha. The SarveSvari Samuha has waged a war against alcoholism and
worked for uplifting the poor and helpless. An ASram is established to serve the patients
of incurable diseases like leprosy near Padav, which is very famous for its service.

Apparently the history of saints and sages of Kasi cannot be written in few
pages. There were thousands of saints and sages in Kasi in past and there are thousands
at present in various Mathas of Kasi. Separate research may be undertaken on each
saint and sage. This small paper is only an indication to the necessity of researches
on saints and sages of Kasi.”
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