Tribal Coins And The Mahabharata :
Study in Correspondence

Prof. Devendra Handa*

The Ramayana and the Mahabharata (Mbh) may be regarded as the foundation
supporting the edifice of Indian culture. To call them as mere epics or to compare them with
the epics of the West is not justified because of their unique influence on the life of the people
of India through the ages. The Mbh dealing with the family feud resulting in the overthrow of
the Kauravas by the Pandavas forms the nucleus which assumed the present form by
periodical additions of different kinds making it a compendium of the fourfold aims
(purusarthacatustaya) of human existence and encyclopaedic in nature

Dharme hyarthe ca kame ca mokse ca bharatarsabha/
Yadihasti tadanyatra yannehasti na tat kvacit//

- A study of the Mbh is important from the point of view of history also. Since the nucleus
of the family feud, with all its additions and interpolations, developed into an account of a
great war in which practically all the peoples and potentates of the period took part siding
either with the Kauravas or the Pandavas, we get a lot of informations regarding various
janapadas which participated in the Mahabharata war or have incidentally been mentioned.
1. The Agreyas : The Mbh (Vana Parva, 254/20) mentions the Agreyas, a republican

people, who were conquered by Karna during his expedition of the western quarter.

Dr. P.L. Gupta thinks that the name 'Agreya’ is derived from 'Agra’ and is
corrupted into Prakrit 'Agacca’ or 'Agaca’. He has unidentified them with the people
who issued square and round copper coins bearing the legends Agodaka Agaca
janapadasa and Agdcamitapadabhis(th)ayina(h)*, found from Agroha and the
surrounding region.” M.J. Przyluski, however, equated Agrodaka with Aggalapura,
town of the Punjab region, mentioned in the Vinayapitaka as lying on the great trade-
route which ran from the valley of the Ganga to Taxila, and very ably and correctly
identified Agrodaka with modern Agroha near Hisar in 1926.°L. D. Barnett’ identified
the Aggalas with the 'Agalasseis’, who, according to the Greek historian Diodorus,
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were living in the neighbourhood of the Siboi (Sivas, Sibis) of the Jhang district (now in
Pakistan), and who, according to Quintus Curtius, gave stiff resistance to Alexander.
Bela Lahiri thinks, "Since Agroha (in the Hissar District) is far separated from Jhang,
the identification of the 'Agalasseis' with the 'Agachas' seems to be doubtful'." Dr. P.L.
Gupta, however, thinks that the legends among the Agrawal Community of a struggle
between Alexander and the Agroha people supports the identification of the
'Agalasseis' with the 'Agacas’ of coins.’ It may be pointed out that like many other tribes
who fought against Alexander (viz. The Siboi, Maloi, Oxydrakai etc) in the north-west
but later shifted to Rajasthan, and Agalasseis too may have shifted {from their original
habitat and settled at and around Agroha later. The name 'Agalasseis as recorded by the
Greek historians seems to be the exact transcription of the word 'Agrasah’, an optional
nominative plural form of Agra according to a grammatical rule of Vedic Sanskrit. The
word Agaca, however, may better be derived from Agra-tya or its derivative from
Agreya. (Cf. Pascatya, Daksinatya, etc) rather than Agreya. Dasgupta derives Agaca
from Agratyathus : Agaca< Aggaca< Aggacca< Agratya.'

The passage of the Mbh gives us some idea of the location of the tribe also as it
mentions the Agreyas alongwith the Bhadras, Rohitakas and Malavas. The Bhadras
seem to have been the people residing around the modern town of Bhadra (Bhadara),
located at a distance of about 65 km west of Hissar on the old bed of the Vedic river
Drsadvati, identified with modern Chitang or Chautang.” A part of the town is located
on a huge ancient mound which yields, amongst others, early historic remains also. The
Rohitakas may be well imagined to have been the people of the modern town of Rohtak
which is referred to at another place also in the Mbh in the context of the Yaudheyas.
The Malavas were located around Nagari near Chittorgarh in Rajasthan. The reference
to the Agreyas in the Mbh thus seems to indicate the period when they were located at
and around Agroha and not in north-west Punjab of Pakistan. The relevant text of the
Mbh may not, therefore, have been finalized before the second-first century BCE,
which approximately is the date of their coins, found from Agroha and elsewhere.

2. TheArjunayanas : The Arjunayanas have been mentioned in Panini's Ganapatha and
then in Samudragupta's Prayaga Prasasti alongwith the Yaudheyas, Malavas,
Prarjunasetc.J. F. Fleetheld that the Arjundyanas may have been connected with the
Pandoouot or Pandava tribe of Punjab mentioned by Ptolemy." Some other scholars
also believe that, as their name indicates, they may have descended from the third
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Pandava Arjuna just as Yaudheyas are believed to have descended from the eldest
Pandava brother Yudhisthira.” The Arjunayanas issued some copper and base silver
coins, which have come down to us.” Allan" placed them 'within the triangle Delhi-
Jaipur-Agra' and mostly scholars have accepted this view. On the basis of the actual
discovery of their coins from the old mounds of Nohar and Dhanasia in tehsil Nohar of
district Ganganagar in Rajasthan it may be said that they occupied the Nohar-Bhadra
region of district Ganganagar.” They were located immediatetly to the west of the
Agras with which their coins show some similarity. Some of their coins contain
legends which have been deciphered as ‘Arjunayananam jaya Bhadrardmasa'.* We
feel that the intended legend was 'Bhadraramasa Arjunayananam jaya' and the first
word of the legend here indicates the name of the capital city of the Arjunayanas just as
in the case of Agra ans Sibi coins which contain the legends Agodaka Agaca
Janapadasa and Majhimikaya Sibi Janapadasa respectively, and thus refer in their
metropolises Agrodaka and Majhamika (Modern Nagari near Chittor in Rajasthan), It
is, however, strange that a tribe which finds mention in Panini's Ganapatha and
Prayaga prasasti and whose name seems to be connected with Arjuna has neither been
mentioned in the Mbh nor in any of the Puranas. Is it not possible then that they were
better known after their chief city and were called Bhadras? The verse from the Mbh
quoted above in connection with the Agras and their contemporaneity with them seems
to point in the same direction.” They are also identified with the Bhadrakaras which
sometimes have also been mentioned as madrakaras, which according to Candragomin

- were a section of the Salvas.”

The Audumbaras : The Audumbaras or Udumbaras are mentioned in the Mbh (Sabha
Parva 52/13) as bringing presents for Yudhsthira. They are known to us from some
other literary works and a number of their copper and very few silver coins issued by
their kings Sivadisa Rudradasa and Dharaghosa.” The silver coins belong only to the
last mentioned ruler. They may be described as follows :

Obverse : On left filleted trident with a kettle-drum below the prongs and battleaxe
attached to the shaft further below on the right, tree in an enclosure on right, Brahmi
legend around Mahadevasa raito Dharaghosasa form IX to V o'clock and Odu(m)-
barisabelow from VIII to VIo' clock.

Reverse : Saga Visvamitra standing facing with right hand raised, traces of skin over
katyavalambita (akimbo) left arm. Kharosthi legend in front Vispa/mitra; around
Mahadevasa rano Dharaghosasa, below Odubarisa.
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The portraiture of the saga betrays Greek impact but the label inscription helps
us identify the figure satisfactorily. The relationship between the Audumbaras and
saga Vi§vamitra was first brought to light by K.K. Dasgupta™ on the basis of the
Kalika Purana, generally believed to have been written between seventh and tenth
centuries CE. Prof. Ajay Mitra Shastri, however, traced the antiquity to a much
earlier period by pointing out three different passages in the Mbh according to which
Gandhi's wife had to embrace the udumbara (fig.) tree before giving birth to
Visvamitra. The antiquity of the myth, as pointed out by Prof. Shastri, can be taken
back to a considerably earlier period, though in somewhat different forms.
Visvamitra belonged to Kusika gotra 'sept' which was also the gotra of the
Audumbaras. This gotra finds mention in the Vedic texts.” Pliny also refers to the
Audumbaras as Odombeores on the mouth of the river Indus. Cunningham located
them in the Kaccha region and Jayaswal identified them with the modern community
of Gujarati Brahmins of Audumbara caste and regarded them to be their
descendants.” Probably like many other tribes of the north the Audumbaras, or
probably one if their section, migrated to western India in ancient times.

The tree depicted on the Audumbara coins was conjecturally though correctly
identified as fig tree (ficus glomerata) by Cunningham™ but the story of Vi§vamitra's
birth provides centainty to this identification.

The reverse of the square copper coins of the Audumbaras shows a storied temple
with trident-axe on right. It was referred to as a pointed-roofed temple of two or three
storeys with pillars by Cunningham.* John Allan took it to be a Buddhist structure -
'two-storeyed domed stipa.” K.P. J ayaswal described it as a secular structure, which
represented wither the mote-hall of the Audumbaras or some other public building.™ It
was, however, S.V. Sohoni who correctly identified it as a Saiva temple citing the
evidence of Bhasa's Pratima-nataka and pointed out that the temples of this type were
still popular in the Kulu and Beas valleys.” A complete absence of such structural
temple, belonging to the early historic period, however, indicates that these temples
must have been of perishable materials like wood. Since the sacred, thorny, fruit-
giving, milky and fragrant trees were not recommended to be used for construction in
ancient times, fig wood may not have been used in such temples. It is quite likely that
the Audumbaras introduced the word udumbara, which later became conventional for
the doorsill in the construction of temples.
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In a Vrti'gloss' on Panini's Astadhyayi, Candragomin gives an important piece of

information in a verse in his Vyakarana (11.4, 103) which says :
Udumbaras-tilakhala-madrakara yugandharah/
Bhulingah Saradandasca Salvavayava-saiijiiitah//

i.e.the Udumbara, Tilakhala, Madrakara, Yugandhara, Bhulinga and Saradanda
are the sections of the Salvas. A passage of the Mbh (II, 48/12) refers to the
Audumbaras as durvibhagah :

Kayavya Darada Darvah Sira Vaiyamakastatha/
Audumbara durvibhagah Parada Bahlikaih saha//

Dr. Moti Chandra took the word-durvibhaga in the sénse of 'disunited’ and as

qualifying the preceding word Audumbarah. He thus held that the epic passage "may
point to the Audumbara connections with the Salva federation of which the Udumbaras
with the Tilakhalas, Madrakaras, Yugandharas, Bhulingas and Saradandas were
member”.” Dasgupta, however, takes the word durvibhaga in the sense of 'difficult to
be disunited', i.e. strong.” The distribution of the Audumbara coins which have all been
found from Pathankot,Kangra, Jwalamukhi and Irripal in the present Hamirpur (old
Kangra) districtindicate that they were a well-knit people living in the neighborhood of
the Vaiyamakas (Vemakas) whose coins too have sometimes been found from the
region.
The Kulutas : The Mbh, the Ramayana and the Puranas mention the Kulutas under
various phonetically similar names likes the Ulatas, Ulikas, Kolukas, Kaulutas,
Kulatthas etc. in the Bhisma Parva (8/58) they are mentioned as Uluta and associated
with Kashmir, Gandhara, Abhisara etc. whereas at another place in the same Parva
(8/64) they are refferred to as Kulattha and classed with the Yavanas, Cinas, Kimbojas,
Hunas and Parasikas. Their country has been mentioned in the Karna Parva (12/475 &
485). Sabha Parva (27/5 & 11) refers to the Kulutas and their king Brhanta who was
vanquished by Arjuna during his conquest of the quarter :

In the Visnudharmottara Purana”, Bharata is said to have met Kuliutdhipati Jaya
between the Vipas and the Iravati while going to Kekaya from Ayodhya. The
Ramayana refers to the Kaulata or Kaulutaka amongst the western tribes, but the
Brhat-Samhita places them in the north-eastern division at one place (14/29-30) and in
the northwest division at another (24/22). They are mentioned alongwith the Trigarttas
and Cinas in one place (10/11) and with the Madras in two places (4/22 & 17/18). Dr. P.
L. Gupta concludes on the basis of these references that "the people called Kuliita were
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divided into two distinct groups : one existed in the Himalayan region close to Trigarta
and the other in the Punjab in the neighborhood of Madra."" It may be pointed out that
the Trigarttas and the Madras were probably neighbors in ancient times and the
references to the Kulatas living in the neighborhood of Trigarttas and the Madras
should not be interpreted in terms of two different people bearing the same name.

Coins and literary works like the Brhat-Samhita, Kadambari, Balabhara, etc.
leave little doubt to their exact name having been Kultta. About a dozen copper coins
of the Kulutas are known to us. The first one, a round copper coin of VirayaSas (now in
the British Museum, LLondon), was published by Cunningham but unfortunately he did
not record the provenance of his coin.” Later, eleven square copper coins were
obtained by Marshall” in the excavations at Sirkap (Taxila). They belong to Virayasa,
Vijayamitra, Satamitra and Aryamitra. It was, however, Bergny who read the name of
the tribe as Kuliita correctly on these coins.™ P. L.. Gupta thinks that "Since these coins
were found in archacological excavations and their provenance is beyond doubt
Taxila, it can be said that these Kuluta rulars existed in the Gandhara region. They
were, most likely, the ones who are mentioned in the Mahabharata and the Puranas.
They has perhaps little to do with the Himalayan region".” But since the name of
Viraya$a is found on the British Museum as well as the Taxila coins, P.L. Gupta states
further that "we are inclined to surmise that the Kulitas originally inhabited the
Gandhara region, probably not far from Madra. Later when the local tribes of the
Punjab were hard pressed by the foreign invaders - Indo-Greeks or Saka-Pahlavas-the
Kulita people, in all likelihood, moved to the Himalayas and established a new
kingdom in the area which is now calied Kulu (sic.). This perhaps took place in the
time of Virayasas".” If it is to be believed, we would have to establish the precedence
of the coins of the Taxila type over the British Museum type. This has not been done by
anyone yet. We have already seen above that the Kulutas mentioned alongwith the
Trigarttas and the Madras at two different places may have actually been the same
people. The great scholar seems to have very conveniently forgotten that Taxila was a
great center of art, culture, trade, education, etc. and coins from one region or place
could go to such centers with traders or travelers. In literature we find enough of
evidence to a place like Taxila. If the similarity of name of Krsnayasa of the Kanhiara
biscriptual (Brahmi and Kharosii) inscription,” only about 20 kilometers east of
Kangra, holds any validity in this connection, it too points to the mountainous region
being the original habitat of these rulers. Both, the coins and the Mbh, indicate the
Kulita to have been a monarchical state. Kulita may not have been a
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vary big and/or powerful state in ancient times and may have been forgotten soon. This
may be the reason that when the epic and Pauranic accounts of their existence were
added to them, not much authentic was known about them, not perhaps even about their
exact name. This would indicate that the passages of the Mbh referring to them were
interpolated much after their coin issuing stage, i.e. circa second century CE.
The Kunindas : The Kunindas have been mentioned in the Mbh at several places,
sometimes under phonically variant names. At one place they are mentioned along
with the PaiSacas and Barbaras, all describe as mountainous people (VIIL. 119, 14),
while at another place (Mbh, I1. 48, 3-4) they are referred to as cattle rearing and
exacting paipilika gold which they sent to Yudhisthira at the time of his rajasitya along
with other people.

Arjuna is stated to have conquered the Kuninda country and rendered the
Kunindas as soldier-less (Mbh, 11.23, 13-14 )-

Piarvam Kunnda-visaya vaSe cakre mahi pati n /
Dhanaiijayo mahabahurnatiti vrene karmana //
Anartan-kalakiit am$ca kunindamsca vijitya sah /
Sumndalam papajitam kr tavananusainikam //

Hundreds of their groups in the Himalayas and their king have also been
mentioned in the Mbh (111. 141, 25-26)-

Kirata-tanganaki rnam kuninda-$ata-sankulam /
Himavatymarairjust am bahvascarya-samakulam //
Subahus capi tan dr st va pujaya pratyagr hnata /
Visayante kunindanami §varah pri ti-purvakam//

Other literary works attest to their mountainous habitat and their riches also. The
distribution of their coins from Kangra in Himachal Pradesh to Kashipur in
Uttarakhand pinpoints their territory in the Shiwaliks and corroborates the evidence
furnished by the Mbh that they were 'Parvata-vasa-nitya'.

We do not know whether Subahu, the lord of the Kunindas mentioned in the Mbh
(IT. 141, 26), stands for his personal name or is just an adjective. We get the name of
Amoghabhiiti only on their coins. There has been some controversy whether
Amoghabhiitisa has been used as a proper name or title meaning 'of unflinching faith'.”
K. P. Jayaswal took it as an official title meaning 'of unfailing prosperity'.” Dr. P. L.
Gupta holds that "The term Amoghabhuti stands for Siva. It needs (sic.) not be said that
Amogha and Bhati, are the two names of Siva. The Two names are put together to
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highlight his two aspects. The entire legend on the coins may well be compared with the
legend Bhagavata Mahadevasa on the Vemaki coins. The legend here conveys 'the god
Siva, the king of the Kuninda people".* But some coins of a hoard found from village
Chakkar near Mandi and published by Gupta himself bear the legend
Maha(a)ra(a)jasa Ama(o)ghabhu(u)tis[y]*a leave little doubt to their having been
issued by a king of the name of Amoghabhiiti." Gupta's view that "Most likely, the
Kuninda people lived first in the western part of Himachal Pradesh and at some time
later they migrated to the east and settled in the region covered by Garhwal, Saharanpur
and Ambala"" is also based on a wrong assumption that only silver and neat fabric
coins have been found in western Himachal Pradesh and that those found from
Garhwal etc. are of coarse fabric.” I also do not subscribe to the general belief that the
Citresvara type copper coins showing unicaphalous and tricephalous Siva which have
been found only form Garhwal and are more than two centuries later than the
Amoghabhiiti type Kuninda coins belong to the Kunindas. "

6. The Ksudrakas : The Ksudrakas have been mentioned in the Mbh at various places. In
the Great War they had sided with the Kauravas (Bhisma Parva 51/16; 59/76; 87/7).
ParaSurama had_annihilated the Ksudrakas earlier (Drona Parva 70/11). Arjuna
(Karna Parva 5/47) 1s also described to have killed them. Like many other tribes. they
had brought presents for Yudhistira at the time of his rajasuya sacrifice (Sabha Parva
32(13).

The Ksudraisas find their first mention in the Ganapatha of Panini (IV. 2, 45).“ R.
G. Bhandarkar” identified the Ksudrakas with the Oxydrakai of the Greek historians.”
Magasthenes tells us that the Persians in the sixth century BCE had 'hired mercenary
troops from India, namely the Hydrakes (Oxydrakai=Ksudrakas)'." This statement is
repeated by Arrian also.” Evidently the Ksudrakas had achieved rather international
reputation as extraordinarily brave people in the sixth century BCE,so that even an
alien ruler was tempted to hire them to accomplish his military designs. The Mbh. also
depicts them as brave warriors. Even in the fourth century BCE, they were one of the
most powerful republican states whom Alexander met during his retreat down the
Indus. They lived to the north-east of the Malavas, the Malloi of the Greek historians,
who dwelt on the Hydaspes, i.e., on the Jhelum below its confluence with the Chenab.”
The Mbh. (Vana Parva 52/15) also refers to them along with the Milavas. They had
formed a league with the Malavas and gave a very stiff resistance to Alexander.”
Patanjali (1. 32; 1.83; II. 412) seems to give the Indian version of their fight when he
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says that they along come out victorious - Ekakibhih ksudrakairjitam-while the Greek
historians talk of a treaty between them and Alexander. Since the Ksudrakas are not
traceable in the subsequent centuries and it was believed that they were amalgamated
with the Malavas, probably during their migration form the Punjab to eastern
Rajasthan™ which had begun during the Indo-Greek occupation of the Punjab and
probably continued down to the Scythian conquest.” The discovery of their copper
coins bearing the Brahmi legend 'Ksudrakanam Jaya' from Pandusar in the Nohar
tehsil of district Ganganagar in Rajasthan, however, proves beyond doubt that they had
moved to that region from their original home and set up an independent republican
state in northern Rajasthan during the second century BCE.” Their mention alongwith
the Yaudheyas, Lalithas (Kunindas?) and the USinaras in the Karna Parva (Mbh VIIL.
4, 46) indicates that the relevant verse of the Mbh was composed before they settled in
Rajasthan. |

The Malavas : The Mbh tells us of a hundred sons of king ASvapati of Madra begot
from his queen Malavi as a result of the boon obtained by Savitr1 from Yama (Vana
Parva 297/59-60). They were all destined to rule for a very long time. The Malavas are
referred to as an important janapada of India (Bhisma Parva 9/60, 62). The Malavas
are said to have been vanquished by Nakula (Sabha Parva 32/7), Karna (Vana Parva
254/20), Krsna (Drona Parva 11/17), Arjuna (Drona Parva 19/16) and Yudhisthira
(Drona Parva 157-28). Earlier, ParaSurama too had annihilated these ksatriyas (Drona
Parva 70/11-13). After the Great War, the Malvas are said to have attended the
rajasuya sacrifice of Yudhisthira and paid him a rich tribute (Sabha Parva 34/11 and
52/15). Their mention alongwith the Lalithas (Kunindas?), Trigartas etc in the Drona
Parva [Atha prahasyabt bhatsurlalitthanmalavanapi/Macelllakamtrigartamsca
yaudheyamscarda-yac-charaih/l (Mbh, VII. 18, 16)], with the Madrakas in the Karna
Parva [Malava madrakascaiva). (Mbh VIIL. 4, 46)] and with Sibis and Trigartad (1L
32, 7) indicates that these verses were composed when the Malavas were still in the
vicinity of the said tribes and had not moved to Rajasthan from where most of their
coins have been obtained.

As noted above, the Malavas had confederated with the Ksudrakas to meet the
challenge of Alexander (Mbh I1.50, 15; V.57, 18; VI. 59, 13 etc). During their
movement from north-west Punjab of Rajasthan, they seem to have settled in the
present day Indian Punjab - in the Ferozepur, Bathinda. Sangrur, Ludhiana region to be
more precise- to which they gave their name.” Recently, some small and light weight
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square/rectangular copper coins which remind us of the Malava coins have been found
from Sunam in district Sangrur which forms part of the Malwa region of Punjab. They
share the characteristic of the Malava coins but seem to be anterior to them as is
indicated by small hitherto unnoticed punch-marks. These coins may tentatively be
associated with the Malavas when they were living in the Malwa region of Punjab. The
passage of their movement from Punjab to Rajasthan may be traced through the ancient
site of Malab in the Faridabad district of Haryana which still bears their name and also
yields early historic remains.

8.  The Pauravas : King Piiru, the son of Yayati from Sarmishtha, was the founder of the
Paurava dynasty according to the Mbh (Adi Parva, chapters 94 ff). His great
grandfather Pururavas, is mentioned in the Ramayana (VII. 103, 21-22) as the son of a
ruler who migrated from Bahli in Central Asia.” The Rigveda (RV) refers to the Piirus
as located somewhere near the Saravati whose powerful ruler Sudasa sucessfully
fought the battle against ten kings (Dasarajiia-yuddha) on the banks of the Purushni
(Ravi). Kuru-Sravana (lit. glory of the Kurus) was the son of the famous Paurava King
Trasadasyu (RV,1V.38, 1; VIL. 19, 3). With the movement of peoples in the later Vedic
period, some Rigveda tribes got amalgamated with others, some lost their identity and
some new ones come into being. The great epic refers to a royal sage (Rajarshi)
Paurava, born of a part of the demon Sarabha (Adi Parva, 67.27-28). It also mentions a
city protected by the Pauravas (Puram Paurava-rakshitam), which lay not far from
Kashmir. The mountainous Paurava king was defeated and killed by Arjuna (Sabha
Parva,27-14-15; Karna Parva,5.35;etc.). We know of the famous king Poros w h o
was ruling over the territory between the Hydaspes (Jhelum) and Akesines (Chenab)
rivers and fought against Alexander. Poros probably represents the Sanskrit Puru or
Paurava®. The Brhatasmita (XIV.27), too, associates the Pauravas with northern tribes
like the Madrakas and Malavas-

Ambara-Madraka-Malava-Paurava-Kacchara-Dandapingalakah /

M&rgahaIa-Hﬁ{za-Kohala-Sitaka-M&{zdavya-Bkﬁtapur&lg //

Elsewhere, the same text associates them with some mountainous tribes
(Paurava-Ciranivasi-Trinetra-Muifijadri-Gandharvah), the Trigartas, etc.

It was probabley on the basis of later literary reference and Greek historians'
reference to Poros that the authors of the Vedic Index postulated that either the
Hydhspes was the earlier home of the Piirus, where some remained after the others
moved eastwards, or the later Purus represent a successful onslaught upon the
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west from the east.™ We know that Poros continued to rule over a large area after the
exit and death of Alexander. The Sanskrit drama Mudrarakshasa ot Visakhadatta also
refers to him as Parvataka (mountainous king) and gives details of his death. The
Pauravas, however, may have continued to live in the region subsequently also.
Amongst seven Uncertain coins in the British Museum (Allans nos. 30-36) two
names of Datamita and Vijayanayaya have been read recently but I have corrected
these names as Imdrotamitra and Viajaya-yayl and also deciphered the name of
Mahadeva on these coins.
The Rajanyas : The Rajanyas were mentioned by Panini in his Ganapatha first. They
have been grouped with the Sibis, Trigartas, Madras, Kekayas, Yaudheyas etc. in the
Mbh (11. 50,14). They were put to death by Yudhisthira alongwith the Yaudheyas,
Arattas and Madrakas (Mbh. VI 132, 25)-
Yaudheyarat t arajanyamadrakanam ganan-yudhi /
Prahinonmr tyuloka Siran banair-yudhisthirah //
A similar reference occurs elsewhere also (Mbh, VII. 136, 5).
Rajanya copper coins bearing biscriptual legends have been found from the
Manaswal plateau of district Hoshiarpur.” The references in the Mbh clearly indicate

. the period when they were living in the Punjab. We may mention here that an

archaeological site yielding Grey Ware, early historic and medieval remains bearing
the name Rajint Devi, after the goddess whose temple exists there, may have been
connected with the Rajanyas. The female deity depicted on Rajanya coins may have
been this Rajin1 (< Rajanya) Devi.
Savitrl putras : Panini has referred to about thirty ayudha-jivi-samghas, i.c., tribes
living by the profession of arms, under the three groups of Damnyadi, Par§vadi and
Yaudheyadi and the Savitriputrakas figure in the first group. In Sanskrit suffix ka is
added to a word in the sense of 'born amongst or in the family of. So the word
Savitriputrakas means 'born amongst or in the family of Savitriputras. The
Savitriputrakas thus trace their origin from the hundred sons of Savitr and Satyavan.
The story of Savitri and Satyavan is given in details in the Mbh. and some other texts.”
Savitriputrakas have been mentioned in the Mbh amongst the Kuru warriors
killed by Arjuna. It is for the first time that I have identified two of their square copper
coins in the British Museum, London. One of these was included by Allen in his
Catalogue in 1936 but remained undentified” or wrongly identified” all these years.
The second coin was a later acquisition and remained undeciphered and unidentified. I
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visited the British Museum and saw these coins and later acquired their photographs
and published them.” These coins show a stylized tree (?) and the Kharosti legend
‘Savitriputra janapadasa' on the obverse and a horse on the reverse. The use of
Kharosthi indicates that they coins were in use somewhere to the north of the river
Sarasvati as we have no coins from the south of this river with Kharosti legends. The
Savitriputra were closely associated with the Madras and the Salvas and may have thus
been ruling somewhere in their vicinity, probably between the Satluj and Ravi but only
future discoveries will enable us to pinpoint their territory. The coins belong to the later
part of the second century BCE. The scarcity of these coins indicates that the
Savitriputras did not rule for a long period. The relevant portion of the Mbh may not
have therefore been written long after the second century BCE.

The Sibis : Like most other tribes, the Sibis too were located in the Punjab in district
Jhang (now in Pakistan). They are a people of great antiquity as this name occurs in the
Aitareya Brahmana and a Rgvedic hymn (X. 179) is ascribed to Sibi Auéinara in the
Anukarmani. The Greek historians refer to them as Siboi or Sibae and locate them at the
confluence of the Hydaspes (Jhelum) and Akesines (Candrabhaga = Chenab). All their
coins, however, have been found from Rajasthan, mostly from Nagari near Chittor ans
some other places around. They bear the legend 'Majhamikaya Sibi janapadasa’
reminding us of some other tribes who have issued coins mentioning their
metropolises. Majhamika (Madhyamika) is generally identified with Nagari. Since
most of the passages of the Mbh [Kasmi rah Kundamiana$ca Pauraka
Hansakayanah / éibi-Trigarta-Yaudheyﬁ Rajanya-Madra-Kekayah// (Vana
Parva, 52/14); Sibi niksavakumukhyams ca Trigartan Saindhavanapi (/bid,
267/28); Tan DaSarpan sa jitva ca pratasthe pandunandanah /Sibi m
strigartanambast han Malavan Pancakarpat an // (Sabha Parva, 32/7); Ambast
han Mailavaiichiiram strigartan sa Sibi napi / Prahinonmr tyulokaya Kruddho
yuddhe Yudhist hirah // (Drona Parva, 157/28)] mention them alongwith the
Trigartas, Probably they are represented as located in the Punjab before their
movement to Rajasthan.

The Trigartas : The Mbh contains innumerable references to the Trigartas whose king
Susarman too is referred to quite often.” They are described as wonderful charioteers
(rathodarah maharathah), knowing the 'science of bow' (dhanurvedavida),
invincible by the enemies (ajeyah Satrubhih) and preeminent fighter (dhurandhara-
ksatriyas). Literally, Trigarta means 'three pits' and the term représents the three
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valleys of the rivers Satluj, Beas and Ravi. They are equated with the Jalandharas
(Jalandharas = Trigartah syuh). Literary references point to the Kangara-Jalandhar
region as their habitat. There is no evidence of their movement anywhere from this
region. Allan had published a square copper coin of the Trigartas bearing a four-tiered
'stupa’ and traces of Kharostht legend on the obverse and three symbols with Brahmi
legend 'Trakata janapadasa' on the reverse. Incidentally, this remains the only
known coin of the tribe yet. Dr. P. L. Gupta has described the so-called 'stupa’ as 'a four-
storeyed pillar structure with a dome at the top and a curvilinear eave around the
ground floor. The structure is supported by a high railing and probably also a gate or
pillared-post in the front'.” I feel that the structure depicted on this unique Trigarta coin
is only three-tiered and the pillared-post in front has a bird perched on it. It is my hunch
that the bird depicted is a cock. As such, it is probably a kukkuta-dhvaja 'cock-post'.
Such dhvajas 'posts, banners' carrying a weapon or the vehicle of the deity was a usual
thing in ancient times. We know of some other Garuda- and Kukkuta-dhvajas also.
This hunch of mine goes well with the description of the Trigartas in the Mbh as
wonderful warriors. It is well known that kukkuta 'cock’ is the emblem of the war-god
Karttikeya. The Trigartas, like the Yaudheyas, may have been the worshippers of
Karttikeya.

The Vemakis : The Mbh (11. 48, 12) refers to the Vaiyamakas-

Kayavya Darada Darvah Sira Vaiyamakastatha /
Audumbara durvibhagah Parada Bahlikaih saha //

There are generally identified with the Vemakis who issued silver and copper
coins. The known silver coins bear the following description.

Obverse : Elephant to right with trunk upraised, a line below and a trident-axe in front
under the head of the animal; Brahmi legend around from XI o'clock Rajiio Vemakisa
Rudravarmasa Vijayaka.

Reverse : Bull standing to right, a wavy line below; lotus in front under the head of the
animal; Kharosthi legend from IVo'clock Rafia Vemakisa Rudravarmasa with
Vijayayabelow.

Some scholars also attribute similar silver coins but bearing the legend
Bhagavata Mahadevasa Rajaraja in Brahmi and Bhagavata Mahadevasa Rajarafia in
Kharosthi to these people. I have, however, shown the un-tenability of this view. Some
scholars attributed those coins to the Audumbaras which too is a false notion.” A new
king bearing the name of Bhavavarman has also been brought to light by me recently.”
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A hoard of silver coins which included Vemaki, Audumbara, Bhagavata Mahadevasa
type and Kuninda coins was found in the early eighties from Palampur but was
smuggled to London from where itwas dispersed to various places.”

The legend on the singular copper coin of the Vemakis was very controversial. It

has recently been deciphered correctly by me as Rajii(o) Vemakisa Sivaghosasa the
correctness of which is vouched by two other coins in private collections which I have
studied and published elsewhere. The references to the Vemakis in the Mbh seem to
have studied and published elsewhere. The references to the Vemakis in the Mbh seem
to have been putin circa first century BCE or so.
The Vrsnis : The Vrsnis were well-known people of ancient India from the later Vedic
period onwards. They have been mentioned by Panini and Kautilya's ArthasSastra
describes them as a republican corporation. The Mbh refers to Vrsni, a ksatriya of the
Yadu race, whose descendants come to be known as the Vrsnis. Krsna also belonged to
the Vrsni clan.”

In spite of copious literary references, a silver coin discovered by Cunningham
and subsequently placed in the British Museum, has remained for long the sole
evidence of their political existence. The coin bears a sort of nandipada standard in
railing with a composite animal, half-lion and half-elephant, in front and circular
Brahmi legend 'Vrsni-rajajna-ganasya tratarasya' on the obverse and an elaborate
twelve-spoked wheel with Kharosthi legend Vrsni-rajanna-ga... with in a pellet border
on the reverse. The coin is generally assigned to circa first century BCE. Cunningham
did not record the provenance of this coin and published it under Audumbara coins.”

The Mbh (XV1.7,70), the Bhagavata (X.60, 37-38; X1, 31, 25 etc.) and the Visnu
Purana (V. 38, 19) indicate that the Vrsnis were settled by Arjuna in the Paficanada
region after the calamity that befell on them at Dvarika where they had established
themselves when Mathura, their original home, was invaded by the demons :

Kananegu ca ramyesu parvatesu nadi su ca
Nivasannanayamasa Vrsni-daran dhanaiijayah //
Sa paiicanadamasadya dhi manatisamr ddhimat /

Dese go-pasSu-dhanyadhye nivasamkarot prabhuh //

Numerous seals and sealing found from Sunet, now in the municipal limits of
Ludhiana in Punjab, furnish evidence of its being the Vrsni stronghold. About two and
a half dozen small round copp~t coins published earlier by Rodgers have been
attributed to ten Vrsni rulers by me who ruled here probably after the fall of the
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Kusanas and before the rise of the Yaudheyas during the second-third century CE.”
The relevant protion of the Mbh referring to their settlement in the Pafcanada, thus,
seems to have been added sometime as late as the third-fourth century CE.

The Yaudheyas : The Yaudheyas occupy a very prominent position in the galaxy of
ancient Indian republican tribes.” The word Yaudheya is popularly derived from the
root yudh/yodh (samprahare) 'to strike, to fight'. The Yaudheyas kept up the tradition
of being brave warriors. V. S. Agrawala” thinks that the earliest references to their
existence occur in Panini's Astadhyayt (IV. 1, 178 and V.3, 117) and Ganapaha. The
later work mentions them as an 'ayudha-jivi sanghd', i.e., 'a tribe living by the
profession of arms'. Sakatayana, a grammarian referred to not only by Panini in his
Astadhyayi thrice (IIL. 4, 11; VIIL.3, 11 & VIII. 4, 50) but also in the Nirukta (1.12),
Vajasaneyi-pratisakhya (I1II. 9, 12, 27) and the Rik-pratisakhya (1.16 & XIII. 39)
mentions them as 'Sastropajivi-samgha' 'a group living by the profession of arms' -
Damini-Yaudheya-Parsvadi-Vrkachhajan-enyan (Sakatayana-Vyakarana 111 4,
145). The Jaiminiya Brahmana (I1. 113) refers to the Saivya (belonging to the Sivi
dynasty) king Punyakesa in the Yaudheya kingdom - Punyakeso Yaudheya-rajye
Saivyo raja. These references push back the antiquity of the Yaudheyas to the later
Vedic period. They are, thus, one of the oldest tribes of India. Panini belonged to north-
west India and seems to have an intimate knowledge of the 'ayudha-jivi-samghas'
living in Vﬁlﬁka-des’a—'ﬁwdha-ﬁvi~samgh&r"iﬁyadvc'ﬂﬁke@m—br&hnmrja-réjan_v('zr'
(Astadhyayt V.3, 114). His mention of the Yaudheyas twice indicates the prominence
and importance of the tribe during his times.

The Yaudheyas have been documented in our literature and nscriptions from
about 8" century BCE to circa twelfth century CE and were at the hei ght of their power
from the middle of the second BCE to the fourth century CE (but for an interregnum of
alien ascendancy) during which period they issued their coins also.” So much has been
written about this celebrated republic that it is difficult to say something new. They
have been mentioned at various places in the Mbh. Cunningham” traced their decent
from Yudhisthira who has a so named Yaudheya begotten from his wife Devika,
daughter of Govasana of the Saibya tribe, as mentioned in the Mbh (1.90, 83).

Yudhis t hirastu Govasanasya Saibyusya Devika nama Kanyam svayamvaram
lebhe/Tasyam putram janayamasa Yaudheya nama //

The Yaudheyas have been described in the Mbh to have suffered defeats at the
hands of Arjuna, Bhima and Yudhisthira (Drona Parva, 19/16;161/5:157/30 etc.) and
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even before the war, they are described to have been amongst the subordinate people

Parva, 52/14). Prof. Jagannath Agrawal had thus shown the untenability of this view
long back™ but some scholars go on following and supporting the view the
Cunningham still.”

The Yaudheyas have been described to have been conquered even by Nakula
during his conquest of the western quarter -

The association of Kartikeya and his dear city Rohitaka (modern Rohtak) with
the Yaudheyas is referred to here. That the Yaudheyas occupied the Bahudhanyaka
region is evident from their earliest coins bearing the legend Yaudheyanam
Bahudhanake. But the Yaudheyas have not been mentioned by their name directly.
They have been called Matta-mayurakas, peacock is the vehicle of Kartikeya, shown
with him in the Yaudheya Ganasya Jaya type coins also. I think that the Yaudheyas
were the earliest people to depict peacock with Kartikeya though it became a
significant feature of the images of the god during the Gupta period. Even the earliest
depiction of cock with Kartikeya occurs on a Yaudheya coin.”

A unique silver coin of the tribe, now preserved in the British Museum, I.ondon
shows six-headed Kartikeya and six-headed Sastht on the obverse and reverse and
carries the Brahmi legend Bhagavata Svamino Brahmanyadevasya Yaudheya.” On the
copper coins of the class, however, the last word is missing and is sometimes replaced
by the word %.cnarasya. Dr.Nisar Ahmad thought that since the word Yaudheya is
substituted by Kumara, this later word also stands for the name of a tribe like the word
Yaudheya. He found some references in the Mbh and the Puranas regarding the
existence of a tribe bearing this name and came forward with the theory that these coins
belong not the Yaudheyas but to the Kumaras." Dr. P. L. Gupta commended this
theory.” Prof. Ajay Mitra Shastri rejected this atrribution on grammatical ground as the
name of the tribe in the legend occurs with the genitive singular suffix sa.” Dr. Gupta
treated Prof. Shastri's objection as 'grammatical jugglery' and not only vehemently
upheld but even 'usurped’ Nisar Ahmad's attribution later.”” I have, however,
demonstrated that the critical Edition of the Mbh does not contain the name of the
Kumara tribe and even if we accept it for the sake of argument, the tribe existed in the
Daksinapatha and not in the region where these coins are found. There are many
specimens on whom the word Kumarasya too is missing but otherwise they are the
same. The internal evidence of the coins themselves clearly indicates that the word
Kumiira stands for Kartikeya and not for any tribe”.
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We thus see that the Mahabharata not only throws light on various tribes but also helps
us to trace their descent, locate them and trace their movements even. With the help of
the textual, archaeological and numismatic data at our disposal, we can in certain cases
determine even the date of certain passages of the Mbh wherein we find references to

these tribal republics.
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