Unique Figure of Govardhanadhara Krsna
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Pre-Gupta sculptures of Krsna are quite rare. However, a few figures of Krsna-/ila scenes
of the Kusana period are exception to it. These include bringing the newly born baby Krsna
from Mathura to Gokula by Vasudeva on his head crossing the river Yamuna and Krsna's
venturous deeds of killing the demon Kesi and lifting the mount Govardhana, etc.'

Krsna lifted the Govardhana mountain in order to protect the residents and animals of
Gokula from the fury of Indra in the form of torrential rain. It so happened that once young
Krsna forbade Gopas to offer regular worship to the rain-god Indra. Instead, he suggested
worshipping the Govardhana, which throughout the year provides sustenance of green grass
and leaves to there kine, who thereby, give us delicious milk which is the main source of
livelihood. The implementation of this advice of Krsna invited the anger of the rain-god
Indra.’ This episode has been very popular among the masses as well as the artists.

One of the earliest figures of Govardhanadhara Krsna is a terracotta plaque discovered
from Rangmahal, ( old Suratgarh fort, Rajasthan) and preserved in the Ganga Golden Jubilee
Museum, Bikaner (acc.no. B 229).” Measuring 35 x 22 cm and belonging to the 4" century
A.D. the plaque represents Krsna lifting the mount Govardhana with his left hand and
placing the right hand on his thigh. The two-handed Krsna is adorned with a high crown
(kirita-mukuta), ear-rings (kundalas), a short necklace (graiveyaka or kantha), another
necklace (hara), a long garland (Vanamala) hanging down to the knees, bracelets
(kankanas), etc. The mount above his head is marked with round rocks. Below surrounding
Krsna are seen cattle. Long moustaches and the modelling of the face of Krsna make the
Gandhara impact very clear. The figure of Krsna appears as a grown up person and not that of
ayoung Krsna (fig. 1).

But what makes the figure unique is the sign or the mark of a Great Person (Mahapurusa-
laksana) on his breast. The vaksa-laksana of Krsna or Visnu, as well as of the Jaina
Tirthankaras is well known as Srivatsa. But here on the middle of the chest of Krsna, in
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between the short and long necklaces, the symbol is not Srivatsa’. The shapes and designs of
the Srivatsa symbol are, no doubt, numerous but none of them looks like Svastika. In the
present case it is distinctly the right-handed (daksinavarta) Svastika. As lar as our
knowledge gocs, none of the $ilpa texts prescribes Svastika to be made on the breast of any
divinity of any scct, nor is it found on any Indian divine image - Jaina, Buddhist or
Brahmanical. The symbol of the Svastika, ordained to be shown on the palms and soles of
feet’, are found in the images.”

However, the only other example of the Svastika symbol.on the breast is found on a
Buddha painting from China which is also corroborated by a literary evidence of the same
country. A Buddhist priest of the Tang Dynasty (7" - 8" century A.D.), Tao Shih by name,
describes the 'original Buddha'in his work having the Yamark on his breast (fig. 2)". But what
was the source of the statement of Tao Shih is not known to us.

Perhaps it will not be out of context to mention another example of the Svastika symbol
being placed on the cheek, which is also unusual. A few female terracotta figures found at
Buxar, (Bihar) and housed in the local museum have a Svastika mark on their cheek. One of
them is a female head (5.2 x 5.3 x 3 cm) of ¢. 2" century B.C. which has the head-dress in
Sur'lga style, and left-handed (vamavarta) Svastika on her right cheek (fig. 3)." The head is
identified as Laksmi figure.”

Thus, the Govardhanadhara figure of Krsna from Rangmahal is unique in more than one
sense. As far as our knowledge goes, it is the one and only Indian divine figure bearing
Svastika mark on chest and that too without any canonical support for it. The Chinese
evidence cannot help us as it is posterior to our figure. Therefore, the placcment of the
Svastika on the breast of a divine figure (in place of Srivatsa) in India as well as in China
needs careful investigation.
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Fig. 1, Govardhanadhara Krsna Terracotta,
Rangmabhal, Rajasthan, 4th cent A.D.

Fig. 3, Female Head, Terracotta, Buxar (Bihar), Sunga period
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