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Kachavaha Raja Asakarana and
His Son Maharajadhiraja Rajasimha

Arvind Kumar Singh & Navneet Kumar Jain

The area of Northern Madhya Pradesh was governed by the Sultans of Delhi for a
long period after the decline of the rule of Tomara dynasty. The fort of Gwalior
was captured by Serasaha of Sira dynasty in CE 1542, who commemorated his
victory by stricking coins from the mint of Gwalior, and entrusted it to one of his
trusted generals before moving ahead to destroy the Tomara clan of Malwa.
According to Igbal Nam-i-Jahangiri, Serasaha spent his time in Gwalior fort.' He was
succeeded by his son Islamasaha Siira (CE 1545-1554), who according to Badaoni,
officially turned Gwalior into his capital ignoring the claims of Rohtas and Chunar.’
After the death of Islamasaha, the Stra dynasty broke up among rival claimants.
Islamasaha Stira's twelve year son named Firuzsaha Stira succeeded him, but within
a couple of days he was assassinated by Mohammad Mubariz Khan who ruled as
Mohammadasaha Adila. He assumed the power of Gwalior fort and Bhila Khan, a
general of Islamasaha, continued to command the fort. The name of the
commanding officer Bhila Khan has been mentioned by Abul Fazal while other texts
give the name of commander as Suhaila, Bhavala or Bhuaila Khan.” With the defeat
of Stira army by Mughal forces in the second battle of Panipat in CE 1556, the Stira
dynasty was brought to an end and Jalaluddin Mohammad Akbar became the
Sultan of Delhi. His rule continued till CE 1605. In the time of turmoil, Bhila Khan
presumably assumed independent charge of Gwalior. Knowing this, Akbar
appointed Qiyan Khan Gunga as the administrator of Gwalior fort and sent him to
punish Bhila Khan and take over the charge of the fort. Thus, the fort of Gwalior
again came under the Mughal rule in CE 1558 after a long fight between Qiyan Khan
and Bhila Khan. The supremacy of Mughals over Gwalior continued at least till the
time of Aurangzeb (CE 1658-1707).
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Akbar was a great governmental reformer and due to his reorganization of
the administrative system in 1579-1580, Gwalior and its neighbouring areas
were included in the sitbah of Agra and Gwalior came to be recognized as the
main city of its sarakaras. Initially there were thirteen mahalas in Gwalior sarakara
and their numbers increased to twenty-three till CE 1720. During the rule of
about fifty years, Akbar allotted the administration of Gwalior to five governors,
namely Qiyan Khan, Alla Khan, Sayyid Kasima, Asakarana and his son
Rajasimha. The achievements of Asakarana and his son Rajasimha as a
teudatory of Akbar is so far known from six inscriptions along with other
sources. Three inscriptions are known from the bed of Gangola tank in Gwalior
fort, two inscriptions are carved on Jain metal yantrapattas and one is engraved
on the lintel of a chatri near Manamandira in Gwalior fort. Of both the
yantrapattas, one is now installed on the vedi of Sri Parévanatha Digambara Jain
temple in Lagkara area, and the other is on the vedi of Sri Par§vanatha Digambara
Jain temple at Karahiya. Mittal* and Gauri’ describe king Asakarana, but they
draw attention towards his love for music as well as poetic and religious
performances. However, the inscriptions provide significant information about
Asakarana and his son Rajasimha.

A. Gangola Tank Inscription of Samvat 1636

Five-lined Gangola tank inscription of CE 1579 refers the reign of Mughal
Sultan maharaja Jalaluddin Akbar and his feudatory paramabhagavata Asakarana
who made an arrangement to upkeep the Gangola tank of Gopacala fort. The
inscription was written by Candrasena of Kayastha Sakasena community (Fig.1).

Fig.1 : Gangola Tank Inscription of Sarivat 1636
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TEXT

1. Srirama sarirvat 1636 asa(sa)dha vadi 10 Qurau maha-
2. rajja jalana(la)di(dina) maharivmada Akava(ba)ra pati-
3. saha gajiraja paramabhago(gava)ta Asakarana

4. gagola ha(gha)rajai Gopalcallasevasa lisi(khi)te

5. Caritrda(dra)seni kaitha(yastha) Sakasene

B. Gangola Tank Inscription of Samvat 1639

It records the
name of Kachavaha king
Asakarana and upkeep
of the Gangola tank
(Fig.2). The inscription is
important as it helps in
eroding the doubt of the
identity of king. Gauri’
mentions that
Asakarana belonged to
the Amera state,

adopted by the king of

Fig.2 : Gangola Tank Inscription of Saritvat 1639

Narwar, and was the son of Ratanasimmha, and grandson of rana Bhimasimbha.

However, the present inscription clearly says that he was related with the

Kachavaha or Kacchapaghata family, three branches of which ruled from their

capitals at Narwar, Dubkund, and Sihonia-Gwalior during tenth-twelfth

centuries.
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TEXT

Saritoat 1639 asa(asa)dha vadi 5
Srimaharaja rajo Asaka-

ranaji kachavahau gagola-
tgharajau muhastlu anariidurai
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C.Laskara Metal Yantrapatta Inscription of Sarhvat 1649

Sri Parévanatha Digambara Jain temple of Laskara area consists of an
inscribed metal yantrapatta on the vedi engraved with mantras in the centre
mentioning ‘ort airm hrirm Srikalikunda dandarsvamin-atulavalaviya
parakramamamadjista siddhiri kurura-spharni-sphririi-sphrarii-sphrairii-sphraurii-sphrah
atga(tma)vidyanr-raksara paravidyarm-chiridara-bhiridarari svaha’. The outer circular
portion of the yantrapatta bears three-lined inscription
recording the reign of Mughal ruler Jalaluddin

Akbar, his goodwill king Asakarana and
prince Rajasimmha of Kachapari family
governing Gopacala fort. It further refers
the name of mahattara KeSavadasa
Pradhana and the perpetual obeisance
of Caudhari Mahesadasa with his
family members. It was done with the
inspiration of bhattaraka Sri Yasahsena
of the patta of bhattaraka Subhacandra,
who again belonged to the patta of
bhattaraka Kamalakirtti of Kastha-
saritgha, Mathura-gaccha, Puskara-gana Fig.3 : Laskara Metal Yantrapatta Inscription of
and Lohacarya-anvaya (Fig.3). Sarwat 1649
TEXT

1. Sanirvat 1649 magha vadi paficami 5 gurau uttaranaksatre subhajo(yo)ge
gopacaladurgge sahi sri Akava(ba)ra jalaladina krpatta kachaparivamsaja
$ri Asakarata(na)rajye yuvardja Rajasimhe tanmahattare Kesavadasasya
pradhanah kasta(stha)sanghe ma-

2. thuragache puskaragane lohacaryanvaye bha. Kamalakirttih tatpatte bha.
Subhacamdra tatpatte bhattaraka sri Yasasenamna(mna)ye srimala
Vasudeva vargge Asoragotre cau. Riipacandra bharya Sila tatputrau Rama
Laksmanau tatra Rama bharya Jahako tatputrau Taracandrasya bha Marato
tatputrau Todaramalla Mahesadasau tatra To-

3. daramala bha Madevamati Sarasenada Miraseni satanvitd cau.
Mahesadasasya bharye 2 Kapiirade Patamati etesarin madhye cau. Mahesadaso
nityari pranamiti
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D.Karahiya Metal Yantrapatta Inscription of Samvat 1649
The ten puspikas of the yantrapatta contains Jain mantras. The central portion
records ‘omt hriit arhanmukha kamalasamudbhavaya dasalaksani dharmmangiaya
namah’. The puspikas mention ‘o hririt uttama ksama dharmmanmgaya namah’, "o
hririt uttama marddava dharmmangiaya namah’, "orit hrivit uttamarjjava dharmmanmgaya
namah’, ‘orit hrivit uttama satya dharmmamgaya namah’, ‘orir hrivii uttama sauca
dharmmargaya namah’, ‘ont hrir uttama saritjama dharmmamgaya namah’, orit hrin
uttama tapo dharmmamgaya namah’, "om hririt uttama tyaga dharmmarigaya namah’,
‘or1 hrir uttamakinicana dharmmarigaya namah’” and ‘orit hrinit uttama vrahmacarya
dharmmarigaya namah’. It records the dedication of sarighavi Gunadasa with his
entire family at the inspiration of pandita Raghava under the patronage of
bhattaraka Sri Yasahsena, successor of bhattaraka Sri Subhacandra belonging to
Kastha-sariigha, Mathura-anvaya and Puskara-gana. It was the time of king
Asakarana of Gopacala who was serving under the paramount ruler Akbar
Jalaludddin. It refers the names of Gunadasa and his wife Majhili and their three
sons - Kummvaru (married with Rtpani), Bhavani (married with Bhava) and
Payagu (married with Sir).
Kumvaru's son Dhanesvara
had three sons from his wife
Masato named Nemidasa
(married with Majaima),
second son Saharti and his
wife Bhaom has a son

Gunadasa whose wife's
name is lost due to the
damage in yantrapatta. Third
son Narainu is married to
Marama. The portion of the
yantrapatta recording the
date is now missing, which
is presumed here on the
basis of other inscriptions

Fig.4 : Karahiya Metal Yantrapatta Inscription of (Flg'4)'
Sarirvat 1649
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1. [Samwvat 1649 magha] wvadi 5 Gopacale sri Akava(ba)rasahi Jalaladina
prityaptara(ra)jye raja sri Asakarana Srimatkastasarmghe mathuragache
gu(pu)skaragane bhattaraka sri Subhacandra devastatpatte bhatte bhattaraka
$r1 Yasahsenadevastadamnae agrotkanvalye sam Gunadasa]

2 PR sya bharya Majhili putra 3 Kuritvaru Bhavani Payagu bharyanukrame
Riipini Bhava Siri tatputra Dhanesvara prayama(ga)sya bha Masato putra 3
Nemidasasya bha Majaima dvitiya putra Saritharii tat bharyya Bhio tayo
putra Guna

3. [daso....... siri trttya putra sarit Narainu rubha bha Marama etesarii madhye
sarit. Gunadaso nityarit pranamati parii. Raghavenopadesat

E. Gangola TankInscription of Sahvat 1654
The eleven-lines inscription contains the names of Mughal ruler Akbar as
well as the local ruler Rajasirhha and his kotavala Mathuradasa Cauhana (Fig.5).

TEXT

Rama

Srisaritvat 1654 vase(rse)
asa(asa)dha sti(su)di 2 somava(vi)ra
Srimada Akava(ba)rasaha
sulata(ta)na raja(ja) srimaha(ha)raja(ja)-
dhirdja sriraja Rajasyari(sirii)-
gha(ha)ji mahasala Mathurada-

sa co(cau)ha(ha)na kotavala
gagojharajau lisar va-

li srikaranari jayarii Nara-

madasa

B Oy @1 iR R

—_— =
~ O

F. ChatriLintel Inscription of Samvat 1661
It informs about the construction of

suprabhavedi by Sosa, Sripﬁla, Narayanadasa,

. . Fig.5 : Gangola Tank Inscription of
Bhojardja and others; and also mentions the names Saritoat 1654
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of bhattaraka Jagadabhtisana and other pontiffs as well as regional chief

Rajasimha, son of Karnesa (i.e. Asakarana) besides the reign of Akbar.

154

12.
13.

TEXT
Orit namo jinaya . . ... ... miva kuryatkalyanagunadavani kalyanavaranah
Srinalitanuh sukha . . . ..... J1//saka. ....... yaditi guninaha . . . ... .. tkesu
saupadami........
kulacala same Gopacala srisrto srimatsadinalali . . . . . . .. dharanujapta

Gopacalah sri Karnesa suta vijayadi sri Rajasiritha Sreyah //2// $ri
miilasariigha sa[rasvati]gacche vala-

tkaragana prasiddho bhattaraka $ri guru Dharmmakirttisyatpattadhari guru
Silabhiisah //3// tatpatta Padmodayatrayanumirttih sri JAianabhiisa muni . . .
..... jatatpatta........pasvini

rj-Jagadbhiisana esa jtyabhit . . . . . . .. nidamnaye khandelavalanvaye savada
gotre sadhu sri Nemidastadbharya Ladi tatputrascatvara sadhu Kulhara
subhata......

bharyasti 3 Kelimade Kodamade Vahurarigade / tatra Kalimade putrau
Ramala Hemanani Vamddho / Sosa Sripalau / tatra Sosa bharya sadhot
Semalade tatputro dvau Datiina Karna-

tvenatralana Karna bharya Lavathisiri / tatputro Megharaja bharya
Mahigade / Jogadasa bharya dovai Jonade Piira / tatra Jonade putrau dvau
Premarajo Dhodharajah/Kailha . .......

........ Sripala bharya dvaya Sartipade Rananai tatra Sariipade
putrascatvare / Bhavataroh Lasamidasah / Kesavadasah Sridharah /
Bhavatara bharya Bhavalade tatputrau Piirnamadavo Lolacamidrah
Lasamidasa bharya Lasamanade / tatputro w . . ... ... mani Ciriitamani
Ratanamani / Kesavadasa bharya Kosalade putro Jaganmanih / Ratanat putro
Jasavanah Suka-

va bharya Ladi putro Nrsithvana bharya Naside putrau Nanii Tija bharya
Kotinade putrau Giidhavarna atha bharya . . . . . . .. sadhu Dhanapala
Hemarajo Manu Semanala

bharya Idau Dharade tatputrostrayah sadhu $ri Narayanadaso Bhojarajo
nananamyarit datra Sosa Sriprjla Narayanadasa Bhojaraja prabhrtismih /sri Va-
........ chai 20 suprabhadevt karita / varddhato jainana sasana // sakala

savasya mangalaw bhityava /. . ... ... sakrama
karamanusudhatoa /jasuputra........ jayendra Jasu putre 2
PahoJanu........ pakira suvidhi
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Raja Asakarana

The initial epigraphic information about the feudatory king of Gopacala
Asakarana, during the reign of Delhi Sultan maharaja Jalaluddin Akbar, is
available in the Gangola tank inscription of sarivat 1636 asadha vadi 10 Thursday
(CE 1579) that records upkeep of the Gangola tank.” It confirms that till CE 1579
Asakarana was appointed administrator of the Gwalior fort and he made an
arrangement to uncontaminate the Gangola tank of Gopacala. The inscription of
sarivat 1636 commence with the adoration of Lord Rama and Asakarana here is
referred to as paramabhagavata. It was written by Sakasena of Candrasena family.
In another inscription on the bed of the Gangola tank, dated saritvat 1639 asadha
vadi 5 (CE 1582), the name of Asakarana is introduced with his family name
Kachavaha which confirms his belonging to the famous Kachavaha or
Kacchapaghata family.’

During the documentation of the archaeological material from Jaina sites
and temples for the study of Jaina inscriptions of Gwalior, an important metal
yantrapatta came to light from Sri Parévanatha Digambara Jaina temple of
Laskara. This yantrapatta bears an inscription of sarivat 1649 magha vadi 5
Thursday (CE 1592) recording the names of the paramount ruler Akbar Jalaluddin
and his favourite king of Gopacala named Asakarana of Kachavaha family. It
records the perpetual obeisance of Caudhari MaheSadasa with his family
members of Srimala caste and Asora-gotra. They belonged to the amnaya of
bhattaraka Sri Yasahsena, a disciple of bhattaraka Sri Subhacandra who again was
the disciple of bhattaraka Sri Kamalakirti of Kastha-sariigha, Mathura-gaccha and
Puskara-gana. In the clan of Caudhari MaheSadasa, name of Caudhari
Riapacandra is mentioned who is married to Sila and they have two sons named
Rama and Laksmana. Rama and his wife Jahako have a son Taracandra, who is
married to Marato and they have two sons Todaramala and MaheSadasa. The
former is married to Madevamati, while the latter has two wives, namely
Kapiirade and Patamati. The inscription clearly records that Asakarana belonged
to the Kachapari or Kachavaha family. Asakarana's son Rajasirha is referred as
yuvardja or prince and KeSavadasa as mahattara. This is an evidence to confirm that
till CE 1592 Asakarana's son Rajasirhha was still a yuvaraja.
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The date portion of the Karahiya Sri Par§vanatha Digambara Jaina temple
metal yantrapatta inscription is not available, except vadi 5. But on the analogy of
the lost portion of the date in the Lagkara Sri Parévanatha Digambara Jaina temple
metal yantrapatta inscription the same date (sarvat 1649) might be contemplated
for the Karahiya inscription also. Other reason for assumption of the same date is
the consecration of both the yantrapattas was done in the amnaya of bhattaraka Sri
Yasdahsena of Kastha-sariigha, Mathura-gaccha and Puskara-gana. The Laskara
inscription records the consecration of yantrapatta by sanghavi Gunadasa with
family members of Agrota-anvaya under the inspiration of pandita Raghava, who
belonged to the amnaya of bhattaraka Sri Yasahsena, a disciple of bhattaraka Sri
Subhacandra, who again was the disciple of bhattaraka Sri Kamalakirti of Kastha-
sariigha, Mathura-gaccha and Puskara-gana. Names of the family members of
Gunadasa are also mentioned in the inscription.

The early life of the king Asakarana is described by several scholars as
being originally associated with the gaddi (i.e. throne) of Amer in Rajasthan and
later on he was adopted by the ruler of Narwar (Shivpuri district, Madhya
Pradesh). Some scholars, like Sivasirmha Saroja, accept king Asakarana of Narwar
as the grandson of Bhimasimmha.” In the opinion of Ojha he was the grandson of
Bhimasimha and son of Ratanasimha.” He was born in CE 1523. Bhimasirhha was
assassinated in the fight for power in the Amer dynasty. Asakarana worried by the
continuous struggle for supremacy with Bharamala, left Amer for pilgrimage.
According to Muhanota Nainasi, Bharamala tried to keep away Asakarana from
the throne of Amer and offered him the monarchy of Narwar in 1563-1564 by
using his influence in Mughal Darbara and with the help of king Udaisimhha of
Jodhpur. Asakarana was appointed general of the Mughal armed forces sent to
control the rebellion of Bihar, which signifies his vital position in the Mughal
Darbara. He was offered the mansabadari of one thousand. After the reorganization
of the administrative system, Akbar gave liability of the important sitbd of Agra to
Asakarana along with Sekha Ibrahim. Thus, Asakarana at that time was together
discharging the responsibilities of the siibedara of Agra, administrator of Gwalior
and the king of Narwar.
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During this period Virasimha Bundeld, ruler of Oracha, started expanding
his power on the neighbouring principalities after the death of Madhukarasaha in
1593. After overpowering Pawaya, he snatched Tamvaraghara from Tomaras,
eliminated Minas to expand his jagira, defeated Jatas and took Beracha from
Pawaras. Moving further, he broadened his power over Hathanaur and Bhander
by killing the Bagh tribe of Hathanaur and driving out Hasan Khan from Bhander.
After defeating the ruler of Eric, he forced the ruler of Gwalior to accept his
allegiance. It shows that Virasimha was strengthening his power by seizing the
areas of Mughal kingdom in Gwalior region. In these circumstances, Akbar
commissioned his feudatory ruler of Gwalior fort Asakarana for the attack on
Virasimhha and prohibit his unauthorized expansion in Gwalior region.

The contemporary historians talk about the achievements of Asakarana.
Fazal Ali in his Kuliyat-e-Goaliari speaks about numerous buildings constructed
during the rule of Asakarana. Abul Fazal in his Ain-e-Akabari also describes king
Asakarana in the list of prominent rulers and feudatories. Gauri' believes the Kirtti-
mandira or Karana-mandira, i.e. Karana-mahala, near Manamandira in Gwalior fort,
was constructed by king Asakarana. But in the opinion of Cunningham" the popular
name of this temple is Kirtti-mandira which was built by Tomara ruler Kirttisimha.
On the basis of the architecture the view of Cunningham seems more probable.”
Most probably in the time of Mughal rulers, sitbedaras of Gwalior fort changed its use
and renovated itin accordance with their convenience.

Apart from the political activities Asakarana was known for his devotion
to Lord Krsna as well as a poet and musician. He was the follower of Vallabha
cult.” According to Bhaktamala, in the beginning king Asakarana was a devotee
of Rama and a disciple of Kilahadeva of the gaddi of Galata.” But when he
became the ruler of Narwar, Tanasena got him initiated in the pustimarga of
Vaisnavism. Tanasena took Asakarana to Gokula where on the Thakurani-
ghata, his name was pleaded for pustimarga by Sri Gurnsai (Gosvami). He
learned music from Govinda Svami while residing in Ramanareti. He was a
poet of repute though no book of Asakarana is available today except
compilation of his handwritten padas that might be observed in the collection of
manuscripts in the Sri Vrindavan Research Institute.
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The epigraphs of Gwalior record only the names of Asakarana and his
son Rajasimha without referring their family members. However, it is obvious
that they belonged to Kachavaha family and they were followers of
Bhagavatism at the same time, liberal in the matter of religion as in their reign
special royal patronage was offered to Jainism. The name of Asakarana is
variously spelled in the inscriptions, such as the Gangola tank inscription of
sarirvat 1636 mentions Asakarana, Gangola tank inscription of sarivat 1639 offers
Asakarana, while Laskara yantrapatta inscription of sariivat 1649 records his
name as Asakarana, and Karahiya yantrapatta inscription named him as
Asakarana. Of these, Asakarana name seems right by which Gauri and Mittal
describes him in their books.

The dates of the inscriptions suggests Asakarana positively ruled over
Gwalior and neighbouring areas as an administrator of Gwalior fort from CE 1579 to
1592, but no information is available after that. The Gangola tank bed inscription
dated sarmvat 1654 (CE 1597) records cleaning of the same tank by maharajadhiraja
Rajasimha in the reign of Sultan Akbar while it is known from the Laskara metal
yantrapatta inscription that in sarirvat 1649 (CE 1592) Asakarana's son Rajasimha was
not a king but only a yuvardja. These are sufficient to contemplate that till CE 1592
Asakarana was managing the region, though his son Rajasimha was appointed
yuvardja who might have been helping him in administration. Asakarana died
sometime between CE 1592 and 1597 and the Mughal ruler Akbar chose his son
Rajasimha for the same responsibility, who, thus, became the ruler and
administrator with exceptional powers as is evidenced by his prestigious epithet
maharajadhirdja. In the light of present epigraphic evidences, the theory proposed by
Mittal* and others regarding the death of Asakarana in sarizvat CE 1646 or 1589 due to
non availability of his name in the chronicles of Mughal or contemporary writers
now has no meaning as his presence with full power till CE 1592 is recorded in the
Laskara metal yantrapattainscription.

Maharajadhiraja Rajasirhha
Mughal Sultan Akbar appointed Rajasimha as an administrator of Gwalior
and king of Narwar after the death of Asakarana and gave him responsibility of
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the South Indian expedition. After sometime he was called back from southern
operation and given a new responsibility to persuade the ruler of Orcha to accept
the subordination of the Mughal rule. Rajasimha achieved the target in
persuading the king Ramasaha of Orcha who in CE 1599 presented himself in the
Mughal Darbara. Impressed by the ability of Rajasimha, who also protected
Narwar and Gwalior from Virasihha Bundela, Akbar enhanced his manasaba by
four thousands. But Mughal ruler Jahangir was disappointed with Kachavaha for
the reason of their support to Amir Khusro. The position of the engagement of
Rajasimha in Mughal Darbara during the rule of Jahangir is not known. The
Gangola tank inscription of saritvat 1654 asadha sudi 2 Monday (CE 1597) records
the names of Sultan Akbar, maharajadhirdja Rajasithha, kotaviala Mathuradasa
Cauhana and Narainadasa as well as the cleaning of the tank.” This inscription is
an evidence to confirm that Rajasimha was appointed the administrator of
Gwalior before CE 1597 and following the tradition he arranged to clean the
Gangola tank. The inscription also informs that Mathuradasa Cauhana was
serving as kotavala at that time. The position of Narainadasa referred in the
inscriptionis notdocumented.

The lintel of the chatri near Manamandira on Gwalior fort bears an
inscription of sarivat 1661 (CE 1604) mentioning the construction of suprabhadevi
by sravakas during the reign of Rajasihha, the son of Karnesa." Rajasirhha of this
inscription is undoubtedly the son of Asakarana of Kachavaha family and most
probably Karnesa was another name of Asakarana. The epigraphic records evince
Rajasirhha's rule over Gwalior fort from CE 1592 or sometime later to at least CE
1604 as the feudatory of Akbar. The epithet maharajadhiraja for Rajasirnha indicate
his significant position in the political scenario of the Mughal time. The royal
patronage for Jainism was available in the time of Asakarana and Rajasimha. The
information about the successors of Rajasirmha is not available, though a few
members of Kachavaha family find mention in the later Gangola tank inscriptions,

while their association with Asakarana and Rajasirha is not confirmed.
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